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PART X. The British Commonwealth

Status of

Native

Inhabitants.

The Man-
dated
Territories.

Trusteeship
Territories.

The Crown is not bound even by the treaty by which the
jurisdiction is first acquired; Sobhuza II. v. Miller (ante). Thus the
question is considered as one of English constitutional law and
not by reference to the powers which by international law a State
may exercise within the territory of another.
All protectorates are treated as foreign territory; their inhabitants
are not British subjects and they are not, as such, qualified for citizen-
ship of the United Kingdom and Colonies. They are classified as
British protected persons and, as such, enjoy certain advantages as
regards qualifying for naturalisation. Strictly speaking they do not
owe allegiance to the Crown, but as an equivalent for its protection
the duty of obedience may be implied to a practically unlimited
extent, as it is in the case of colonial protectorates: The King v. Crewe,
exparte Sekgome, [1910] 2 K.B. 576, at p. 620, per Kennedy, LJ,
After the First World War certain territories formerly adminis-
tered by Germany and Turkey were by the provisions of the Treaty
of Versailles placed under the Crown by the League of Nations. A
Permanent Mandates Commission was created by the League to
supervise the carrying out of each mandate by the mandatory State-
Mandated territories were divided into three classes: Class A, future
independent States to which the mandatory must give advice and
assistance; Palestine was the principal territory held by the United
Kingdom in this class of mandate. The Palestine Act, 1948, deter-
mined all jurisdiction of His Majesty in Palestine from May 15,
1948. Class B, e.g. Tanganyika, in which the mandatory was re-
sponsible for internal administration, but had to provide equal oppor-
tunities for trade and commerce to other members of the League of
Nations; Class C, e.g. the Cameroons, which, subject to certain
obligations, might be administered as an integral part of the man-
datory's own territory. Mandates of this type were also entrusted to
the Dominions, e.g. Samoa to New Zealand* The Crown legislated
under the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts for mandated territories en-
trusted to the United Kingdom Government.1
At the end of the Second World War the mandates system was
replaced by the trusteeship system.2 The primary purpose of the
system is to promote the political, economic, social and educational
advancement of the inhabitants of trust territories, There is an
obligation to safeguard the interests of the inhabitants and this is a
limitation even upon the duty of ensuring equal treatment in social
and economic matters for nationals of all members of the United
Nations, The charter recognises as one of the objectives progressive
1 For the legal basis of Dominion legislation for mandated territories, see The
British Dominions as Mandatories, by H. V. Evatt (Melbourne University Press),
8 See Oppenheim, International Law, 8th ed., Lauterpacht; Part I Chap. I, sec-
tion IX, A, for a full account of the new system; section IX. for the mandate system.